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Keep current on the latest  

EJexit (say Ee-JECT-sit) moves 

by the Village Trustees and 

their associates. 

Timeline and links to secession 

documents may be found at 

www.essexretorter.com/EJexit. 

SB Vice Chair is 
Sorry-Not-Sorry 

by Irene Wrenner  
 

Public comment at the April 

with Pat Murray who “wanted to 

apologize for [his] role in text-

ing during a recent meeting.” 

Murray explained that, while   

he may present as calm and   

impassive at meetings, in actu-

ality, his personality is quite    

the opposite. 

Apologizing in advance for his 

vulgarity, he said that people 

who know him understand that 

he is “sometimes a douchebag.” 

 

(Continues on page 3)       

Cyber Abuse Targets Watts, Wrenner 

by Ken Signorello 

An investigation into the origin 

of Essex Defender.com uncov-

ered 18 associated domain 

names, most of which target 

two prominent Essex residents. 

Andy Watts and Irene Wrenner 

are Town-outside-the-Village 

residents with nearly 20 years 

of Selectboard experience be-

tween them. Both have worked 

toward fair Merger plans in the 

past but took issue with the  

latest Merger proposal.  

Their identities have been mis-

appropriated into web domains 

bearing their names. Some of 

these unauthorized domains 

redirect users from intended 

web destinations to Essex     

Defender.com. 

The EssexDefender website  

presents pro-Merger political 

information but does not say 

who is responsible for its     

content. 

A tip from a tech-savvy reader 

led to confirmation that Essex 

Defender.com is hosted by   

Pallas Web Development (PWD), 

a business operated by Essex 

resident Athena Letourneau 

Newhard and implicated in our 

article on Front Porch Forum 

Sock Puppetry. Ms. Newhard  

did not respond to our inquiry. 

The EssexDefender.com investi-

gation yielded 18 deceptive   

internet domain names, all 

hosted by PWD. Three tech-

niques were used against these 

residents and their businesses: 

1) Typo Squatting - Multiple 

website addresses were set up in 

such a way that someone seek-

ing EssexRetorter.com, or Irene 

Wrenner.com, but using the 

wrong suffix – .org instead 

of .com – is redirected to contra-

dictory info on EssexDefender. 

2) Domain Name Squatting - 

Without Watts’ permission, 

someone at PWD registered    

domains bearing his name: 

AndyWattsvt.com and 

Wattsforvt.com.  

Both use a PWD nameserver. 

Thus PWD agents can create a 

website and post content with-

out the approval of Watts, the 

current Selectboard Chair. 

Likewise, IreneWrenner.org and 

IreneWrenner.net, as well as 

many others, were created with-

out Wrenner’s approval. Her   

Essex Retorter, NoMergerNow, 

and Fairness1st names are also 

targets of this cyber campaign.  

(Continues on page 4) 

https://www.essexretorter.com/ejexit
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3-BosTZ5TrI&t=198s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3-BosTZ5TrI&t=198s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3-BosTZ5TrI&t=243s
https://www.essexretorter.com/bogus-accounts-breach-fpf
https://www.essexretorter.com/bogus-accounts-breach-fpf
https://www.essexretorter.com/bogus-accounts-breach-fpf
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Village Values: Privacy, Quiet, Independence 
4/27/21 Trustee Meeting 

by Irene Wrenner 

Shortly after the opening gavel, 

the Trustees, managers, and 

Village attorney entered an   

executive session for nearly an 

hour.  

They kept a large audience 

waiting to talk about trash and 

Separation at the April 27th 

Trustee meeting. 

Upon return to the pub-

lic session, Brad Luck 

outlined the tasks and 

funding he believes are 

needed to make Separa-

tion happen.   

Luck is the full-time    

Director of Essex Junc-

tion Recreation & Parks 

(EJRP). He was not for-

mally appointed by the 

Trustees at their last 

meeting after he offered 

to lead the Separation 

effort. The Trustees appeared 

to concur without approving a 

motion to make Luck the head 

of the Separation campaign. 

Village President Andrew Brown 

explained that Luck is a Village

-only employee and, as such,  

is better-suited to coordinate 

the Separation effort than any 

staff member shared by the  

Village and Town. For example, 

the Unified Manager answers  

to both municipalities.   

Brown suggested “Essex Junc-

tion Independence” as a name 

for this Village-led initiative. 

That phrase appeared in news-

papers at the time of the 1999 

Separation attempt.  

Luck presented a list of 

“process goals,” including to 

“act with civility, transparency, 

and deliberateness.”  The 

Trustees seemed amenable to 

those goals, even as they con-

tinue to meet regularly in pri-

vate executive sessions about 

Separation with their attorney. 

Contrary to prior statements 

about not needing the Town’s 

help to Separate, the Trustees, 

by consensus, agreed with 

Luck to “work with the Select-

board and maintain a healthy 

relationship with our neigh-

bors.”  

Instead of complete Separa-

tion, Trustee George Tyler 

suggested maintaining the sta-

tus quo as much as possible. 

For example, in addition to 

possibly sharing the Police, 

the Town and Village could 

consider keeping their already-

consolidated departments as 

well as the joint stormwater 

committee. 

Tyler advocated, as he has in 

the past, for a minimal ap-

proach toward Separation, 

while Luck specified a range   

of Separation-related projects 

in his five-part scope of work.   

After seeing Luck’s Trustee    

to-do list, Trustee Raj Chawla 

said, “I’m excited to do the 

work, but it’s also daunting.”  

The non-binding Village vote 

that passed in April advised the 

Trustees to draft a Separation 

charter if Merger failed, 

as it did. 

Finding Funds 

Luck envisions needing 

up to $61K through    

November, which could 

be financed from antici-

pated surplus monies 

from several current and 

future budget line items. 

Protecting Privacy 

Luck listed hearing from 

the public as a priority. 

He suggested seeking feed-

back via an online survey of 

Village residents after each 

Trustee meeting. 

Trustees voiced concerns 

about the confidentiality of   

input received, specifically, 

how much personal data the 

municipality would be storing 

and whether that would be 

subject to a public records   

request.  

Chawla asked that only Village 

residents “participate and not 

open them[selves] up to that 

sort of abuse.” Abuse of con-

tact information is a valid   

concern, given the misuse of 

(Continues on page 3) 

https://3f116371-576b-4c64-bb8b-0c0c17f0551c.filesusr.com/ugd/b35356_0b15e63fe82044a9babd5e0596647419.pdf
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Murray admitted to mistakes, 

including the conversation with 

Elaine Haney on March 25th in 

which he texted about mem-

bers of the public in disparag-

ing terms. He expressed deep      

regret that what he said might 

discourage people from speak-

ing at future meetings. 

Due to Murray’s breach of   

multiple meeting protocols last 

month, a number of residents 

have requested that he resign.       

Despite those demands, Murray 

stated firmly, he has no plans 

to resign from his seat nor his 

role as Vice Chair. 

Murray admitted it was unac-

ceptable for him to disparage  

a particular member of the 

(Continued from page 1) public, whom he thought had 

insulted town staff. 

In fact, the resident, whom he    

referred to as “an ass,” was 

specifically quoting a derogato-

ry comment made by the for-

mer chair. 

Murray then qualified his   

apology, justifying his unpro-

fessional behavior by broadly 

accusing public members of 

repeatedly and consistently  

insulting public officials. 

He acknowledged, “I certainly 

did not practice it myself”, 

while bemoaning that civility 

has been “vanishing very quick-

ly” in recent years. 

He further excused his behav-

ior: He was angry that the     

Retorter published a photo of 

municipal mailing lists by both 

Recreation Directors in 2016 to 

promote a political cause. 

Listening for Ideas 

In addition to surveys, Luck 

suggested that community 

conversations would help     

develop a vision for the future. 

Elaine Haney, an outspoken 

proponent of Merger, offered 

to lead a group of volunteers 

to engage in public discussions 

of Separation.  

Luck proposed an additional 

$10K for hosting such out-

reach events, using money 

from the Economic Develop-

ment fund that was allocated 

to Village-sponsored Events.  

The Trustees made no motions 

and held no votes.  

(Continued from page 2) 

what he referred to as “our 

board chair in tears,” after 

her efforts to sway a proce-

dural vote failed at the July 

6th meeting. 

SB Clerk Vince Franco also   

admitted texting with the   

former board chair. He ex-

cused his violation of SB pro-

tocols as “blowing off steam 

with a friend,” and he apolo-

gized and expressed regret 

for his “deeply inappropriate” 

actions.  

Audience members’ reactions 

to their apologies ranged 

widely from supporting     

Murray and Franco to rebuk-

ing their behavior as well as 

doubting their ability to     

continue serving on the      

Selectboard. 

Instead they consented infor-

mally, to appoint Haney and 

allocate up to $71K to fund the 

entire effort. Brown justified 

their informality by labeling 

this part of the meeting as a 

“work session.” 

Work sessions to explore  Sep-

aration are expected to  be a 

regular, hour-long mainstay of 

future meetings. 

The Sound of Trashing 

Residents have complained 

that trash haulers emptying 

dumpsters in the wee hours 

disturb the peace.  

Meeting attendees reported 

that companies reward drivers 

for efficient pick-ups with haul-

ers starting as early as 5 am. 

Village residents have to live 

with the consequences. 

Chawla noted existing ordi-

nances disallow power tool use 

before 7 am, but don’t restrict 

when a bank of dumpsters may 

be upended, a noise which 

travels far. 

Village resident Heidi Clark 

pointed out that pushing trash 

pick-ups to later times could 

impact the already heavy 

school and commuter traffic.  

Early morning radio host Mar-

cus Certa, who can hear the 

midnight train from where he 

lives, said he’s “kinda gotten 

used to this being the sound  

of the Village.” 

Village Community Develop-

ment Director Robin Pierce   

will contact trash haulers to  

address residents' concerns.  

https://www.essexretorter.com/sb-leaders-caught-communicating
https://www.essexretorter.com/sb-leaders-caught-communicating
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3-BosTZ5TrI&t=288s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3-BosTZ5TrI&t=288s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3-BosTZ5TrI&t=439s
https://www.essexretorter.com/2020712fireworks
https://3f116371-576b-4c64-bb8b-0c0c17f0551c.filesusr.com/ugd/b35356_0b15e63fe82044a9babd5e0596647419.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3-BosTZ5TrI&t=452s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3-BosTZ5TrI&t=452s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3-BosTZ5TrI&t=548s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3-BosTZ5TrI&t=548s
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Of Moons, Skunks 
and Pat Murray 

Once upon a time a grandmoth-

er gave this advice: “It’s better 

to shoot for the moon and miss 

than it is to aim at a skunk and 

connect.”  

Unfortunately, politicians in  

Essex have been tolerating too 

many skunks, and the resulting 

stink is evidence they are con-

necting. 

Prime example: Patrick Murray, 

who proudly proclaimed at a 

recent public meeting, “I am a 

douchebag.”  

Murray is Vice Chair of the    

Essex Town Selectboard, and as 

such, he is a heartbeat away 

from becoming the Chair.   

That’s enough for supporters 

of sane, stink-free local govern-

ment to keep current Chair 

Andy Watts in their prayers at 

night. 

Yet, we should not need divine 

supplication to keep Murray 

from the top job. Instead, we 

should ask the Selectboard, 

“What are you going to do  

about it?”  

To date, the answer seems to  

be “Nothing.” And, failing to  

act, the remaining members of 

the board are complicit in abid-

ing abhorrent behavior. 

The late U.S. Senator Daniel   

Patrick Moynihan, a sociologist 

before he was a politician, 

penned a well-known article   

titled “Defining Deviancy Down.”   

The heart of his thesis was that 

“there are circumstances in 

which society will choose not   

to notice behavior that would 

otherwise be controlled, or dis-

approved, or even punished.”   

In other words, when faced with 

rude behavior, a community 

may choose to Ignore it, there-

by “normalizing” its occurrence 

and, inevitably, encouraging 

more of the same. 

That already is happening in  

our town. VTDigger, an award-

winning, statewide news web-

site, published an extensive  

story on the Haney-Murray-

Franco profanity texts.  

In it, the reporter says Murray 

bragged that “more people have 

reached out to him over email 

to express their support than 

have reached out to call for his 

resignation.”   

He also told VTDigger that, 

having called one community 

member “an ass” in his texting 

tirade, he “would say it in pub-

lic as well.”  

Perhaps there is no easy path 

for the Selectboard to remove 

Murray from his Vice Chair 

role, but paraphrasing the 

words of that grandmother, 

“It’s better to shoot for the 

moon and miss than connect 

with the skunk in your midst.” 

Bruce S. Post, a former Essex Town 

Selectboard member, was chief of 

staff for the 1980 presidential 

candidate U.S. Congressman John 

B. Anderson. 

3) Nameserver Chicanery - This is the most deceptive technique.   

Anyone checking the domain name registry for AndyWattsvt.com 

would see its nameserver set to IreneWrenner.org, which falsely      

associates Wrenner with that registration and 15 other domains.  

For the complete list of targeted domains, see our website.         

Irene Wrenner is publisher of the Essex Retorter. 

(Continued from page 1) 

https://www.essexretorter.com/donate
https://vtdigger.org/2021/05/02/essex-board-members-trade-messages-insulting-residents-during-public-meeting/
https://vtdigger.org/2021/05/02/essex-board-members-trade-messages-insulting-residents-during-public-meeting/
http://www.essexretorter.com/cyber-abuse-targets-watts-wrenner

