
 

 

Vol. 1 No. 11                                                                            May 2021 

 

School & Municipal 
Election Upsets 

Haney and Murray message each other 

as the Town Manager speaks at 7:41 pm   

Leaders Caught Covertly Communicating  
during 3/25 Selectboard Meeting 

by Irene Wrenner 

A public records request has 

revealed disparaging electronic 

comments made by elected 

officials about their peers and 

audience members, while the 

Selectboard met on March 25th. 

Elaine Haney, who lost her re-

election bid to Tracey Delphia 

three weeks earlier, was chair-

ing her last meeting that night. 

The public was weighing in on 

Merger and Separation after 

the March 2nd vote and before 

the April 13th re-vote. The SB 

Chair often glanced down, as if 

looking at a personal device. 

Haney’s inattentiveness led to 

the filing of a public records 

request. 

That inquiry revealed a long  

series of messages exchanged 

with SB Vice Chair Pat Murray  

as well as a brief back-and-forth 

with SB Clerk Vince Franco.  

Haney labeled constituents   

who spoke at the meeting as 

“assholes on parade”.  

Referring to Merger opponents’ 

comments, Haney messaged, 

“They’re panicking,” followed 

by “I’m enjoying this.” She 

continued, “Let’s talk 

more about what a 

corner the TOV is in.” 

When Ken Signorello 

referenced Haney’s 

derogatory com-

ment from Novem-

ber 16th — “very 

back-of-the-napkin” 

— Haney messaged 

Murray,  “I never 

said that / someone 

else said that”. 

Murray, who was re-

elected Vice Chair 

on April 5th, made     

comments about 

meeting attendees, 

as well as SB peer 

and soon-to-be 

Chair, Andy Watts.  

After a technology 

(Continues on page 2, Caught) 

by Ken Signorello 

April upsets followed fast on 

the heels of the March election, 

in which the heavily-promoted 

“Greater Essex” Merger failed, 

and Elaine Haney lost her re-

election bid to challenger 

Tracey Delphia.  

With many more voters taking 

part, Merger failed by a slightly 

greater number of votes, and 

challenger Elizabeth Cady     

(Continues on page 2, Election Upsets) 

Key to Text Messages: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0ND1uQ-zODA&t=6641s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0ND1uQ-zODA&t=6641s
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glitch, Murray indicated he might have filled the 

dead air him-self: “I totally could have gone on 

and on about Andy though <wink emoji>.” 

As Former 8-1 State House Representative Betsy 

Dunn spoke, Murray messaged Haney: “You need 

to go out with a bang. Tell her to f-off.” 

Referring to the Village’s advisory vote on Sepa-

ation, Murray messaged Haney about an earlier 

conversation with SB Clerk Vince Franco. “Vince 

and I talked last night and said we needed to 

keep going on with this point. Prep the Town for 

pain.” 

Tracey Delphia pondered aloud about providing 

input as a public member on information that 

she received as a recently-elected SB member. 

Haney messaged Murray, “another ethics person.” 

Responded Murray: “Convenience ethics.” 

Referring to Ken Signorello, who had spoken 

earlier, Murray texted: “Oh look. His hand is up 

to apologize. Ken’s an ass.” 

Caught (Continued from page 1) 

defeated incumbent Liz Subin for the Town 

(outside-the-Village) seat on the Essex Westford 

School District Board of Directors. 

Election Upsets (Continued from page 1) Records Withheld by Haney 
by Irene Wrenner 

In addition to the public records relinquished by 

Elaine Haney, the Retorter has evidence of a third 

March 25th mid-meeting electronic conversation 

whose records she has withheld.  

Besides texting with fellow SB members Pat Mur-

ray and Vince Franco, Haney conversed with resi-

dents in a private Village Facebook group. Scott 

Moore, treasurer of the pro-merger OneEssex 

PAC, was among those who chatted with Haney, 

while they both attended the online SB meeting. 

See public records law at www.EssexRetorter.com.  

https://www.essexretorter.com/records-withheld-by-haney
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Trustees Take Two Tracks Toward Separation 
by Irene Wrenner 

The Village Trustees set a Separa-

tion plan in motion at their April 

14th Meeting, the day after Mer-

ger lost at the polls by a final  

margin of 25 votes. 

A Village-only advisory question 

asking for the preparation of a 

Separation Charter, if the Merger 

vote failed, received 76% approval. 

Andrew Brown was re-elected   

Village President and Raj Chawla 

elected Vice President. 

The Trustees appointed Evan 

Lawrence to the Bike / Walk 

Advisory Committee and Amber 

Thibeault appointed to the Town’s 

Cannabis Study Committee. 

The primary agenda item was to 

debrief the election results, parti-

cularly the Merger and Separation 

questions. 

Long-serving Trustee George Tyler 

summed it up: “We’ve had two 

very emphatic no’s from the Town 

about Merger… The Town just 

does not want to have us become 

a large community.” 

Technically, only the budget for 

the Town would have increased. 

Had Merger passed, the popula-

tion and boundaries of the town 

would have remained unchanged. 

Tyler continued, “I think the clear 

answer we have to send back is 

that the disparity in funding and 

the responsibility in the tax bur-

den is unsustainable for the Vil-

lage, and so we must take action. 

“We’ve been saying that all along 

… Our community in the Village  

is emphatically telling us that 

[Separation]’s what they would 

like to do, so I think it’s some-

thing that we absolutely have to 

take seriously.” 

Chawla expressed disappointment. 

In his opinion, the Village pre-

sented “a fair, respectful, honest 

offer.” Opponents of this Merger 

plan claim the population of the 

TOV (Town-outside-the-Village) 

was prevented from participating 

during the three-year Merger 

deliberation. 

Chawla said he was “excited that 

people can see a future for the 

Village.” Given the high voter 

support for the advisory question, 

he urged moving with deliberate 

speed. However, he was not ready 

to commit to voting in November. 

Brown noted that, if a Separation 

Charter were approved at the 

polls, the transition period would 

be complex, agreements would 

need to be dismantled, and so 

forth. He suggested creating a 

committee to study Merger Alter-

natives. 

Brown also introduced the idea 

that the Village could annex    

certain TOV streets prior to the 

formal Separation. 

Brown expressed yet another 

alternative: TOV residents could 

petition the Village not to Sepa-

rate! 

Throughout the meeting, the 

Trustees heard suggestions on 

how to proceed from both staff 

and residents. 

Among those who spoke were 

Former State House Rep Dylan 

Giambatista; Gabrielle Smith, 

board member at Heart and Soul 

of Essex, which has announced it 

will disband; Brad Luck, EJRP 

Director and the driving force 

behind the failed 2016 proposal 

for a Recreation Special Taxing 

District; Sue McCormack, facilita-

tor-for-hire for school and munici-

pal conversations, and Annie 

Cooper, who initiated recent 

petitions for a Merger re-vote and 

Separation advisory vote. 

Cooper, a Village resident, said 

she felt conflicted about continu-

ing to serve the Town as a mem-

ber of the Economic Development 

Commission. She submitted her 

resignation to Selectboard 

members the next morning. 

Village resident Sam Hooker,   

originally from the City of Rutland, 

cautioned, “Separation may not be 

a panacea. We would still have to 

deal with our neighbors in the 

TOV.” 

After dismissing the idea of a 

Merger Alternatives Committee, 

the Trustees narrowed their focus 

to studying a single alternative: 

Separation. 

Brown suggested that the Village 

thoroughly explore Separation  

by Thanksgiving, so the 2022   

legislature might act on it. 

Brad Luck offered to lead the   

Separation effort. He envisions a 

committee to engage the public 

and host community conversations 

about the future. 

Luck suggested the Trustees 

could, concurrently, draft a char-

ter, undo the current consolida-

tions, build a budget and design 

an organizational chart for a Sepa-

ration plan that could then be 

debuted by both the outreach 

committee and the Trustees at a 

large gathering in the late summer 

or early fall.

(Continues on page 4) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2cGHT-WdS3I&t=3792s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2cGHT-WdS3I&t=3929s
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The Poisoned 
Arrow 

I closed my previous column: 

“We have conversations. We 

can continue down this path  

of having conversations.”  

Little did I know that Select-

board members Elaine Haney, 

Patrick Murray and Vince 

Franco would soon hold their 

own secret conversations, 

engaging in a mendacious 

and profane texting tryst at 

the March 25th Selectboard 

meeting, Haney’s last. 

I have struggled with 

how to respond. 

Three or four 

times, I started a 

commentary but 

scrapped each 

draft. I did 

not want  to 

emulate the flaming that has 

occurred on Facebook and 

Front Porch Forum about this 

merger; I did not want to 

mirror Haney’s, Murray’s and 

Franco’s behavior. 

Then, I remembered a favorite 

poem, The Arrow and the Song 

by Longfellow: 

I shot an arrow into the air,  

It fell to earth, I knew not where; 

For, so swiftly it flew, the sight  

Could not follow it in its flight.  

I breathed a song into the air,  

It fell to earth, I knew not where;  

For who has sight so keen and strong, 

That it can follow the flight of song?  

Long, long afterward, in an oak  

I found the arrow, still unbroke;  

And the song, from beginning to end, 

I found again in the heart of a friend. 

To me, this poem is about 

intention. It 

seems reck-

less to launch  

an arrow not 

knowing where it 

would land.  

The arrow, though, 

did no harm because it was 

accompanied by a loving song 

that would eventually lodge “in 

the heart of a friend.” 

Apprentice herbalists learn that 

the healing quality of medicinal 

herbs is affected by the inten-

tion of the preparer.  

If you are sloppy and unmind-

ful, your preparation will be 

weak; put care and compass-

sion into your effort, and the 

result will be healing. 

On March 25th, Murray encour-

aged Haney to “Go out with a 

bang,” and she did, intention-

ally shooting an arrow with a 

poisoned tip.   

It was accompanied not by a 

loving song but one of derision 

and spite.  

Both the arrow and the song 

landed squarely in the heart of 

our local democracy, and we 

are all wounded. 

Bruce S. Post, a former Selectboard 

member, was chief of staff for the 

1980 presidential candidate U.S.  

Congressman John B. Anderson. 

(Continued from page 3)

Chawla admitted, “This is a big move. In a lot of ways, I think it’s 

bigger than merging, and I just want to make sure we’re doing it 

right.” He emphasized the need to engage the community in the 

Separation process while visioning for the future. 

Mike Sullivan, Elaine Haney, Marcus Certa, Alise Certa and Annie 

Cooper volunteered to help. 

Tyler cautioned against dismantling all intermunicipal agreements 

forged over time. Sharing some functions — such as the Police, 
Joint Stormwater Committee, the Assessor, the Administration —
might be economically advantageous. He urged approaching the 

Separation process “objectively and dispassionately with an eye 

towards saving money.” 

https://www.essexretorter.com/donate
https://www.essexretorter.com/sb-leaders-caught-communicating
https://www.essexretorter.com/sb-leaders-caught-communicating
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2cGHT-WdS3I&list=PLljLFn4BZd2NDBcfrHVdIR7eUeko7haxg&t=8139s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2cGHT-WdS3I&list=PLljLFn4BZd2NDBcfrHVdIR7eUeko7haxg&t=7808s



